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HRE E Sermons preach'd on three particular Subjects; 
5 wiz, I. King GEORGE the Security of the Church of 
England. On Ja. 63. 10. II. The Church of England the 


Standard it ulate all other Chyręhes-hy, at- the Fall of Popery, 
On /A. 2. 1271 Ne WA and Peact, — be 
means to fit us for ſuch Bleſſings. On Lyke 19. part of ver. 42. 
By Arthur Bedford, M. A. 1 | | 

The Doctrine of Obedience and Non. Reſiſtance due to the 
Higher Powers, explain' d, ſtatę. and. indicated J With ptoper In- 
ferences ſrom the ſame: In a Sermon preach'd at the Aſſizes held 
at Taunton in the County of Somerſet, on Tueſday March 19, 
1713. By the ſame Authon 1 3 

Scholz Bathonienſis Primitiæ: ſeu Excerpta quædam & Walleri 


& iltoni Poematibus, latino Carmine, 4 Scholaribus quibuldan 
Sd Geke BabadieaG@)dohayſ]} [11 1.\\9 \\\ | 


Practical Diſcourſes on the ſeveral Parts and Offices of the Li- 
_ turgy of the Church of England. Wherein are laid open the 
Harmony, Excellency, and Uſefulneſs of its Compoſure, In four 
Parts, bonnd in s Vol. Uſeful for all Families. 
A Practical Expoſition of the - Chiltch-Catechiſm 5 in, ſeveral 
- Diſcourſes on all the Parts of it. In two Volumes. - Uſeful for | 
all Families. The ſecond Edition A 
Six Diſcourſes on ſpecial Ogta 
Ez All three by the Reverend e 
Exeter- College in Oxford, | "run 


D. D. Rector of 


1 
ö 5 iſfertatian e EZ f f th 
A Practical Diſſertation on B Treating, of the 
Antiquity of Bathing, Of the "Original of Springs. Of the 
e eee eee ee Ingrediens. in 
drinking Bat h- walers. Of Bathing, ' Of the City of Bath, its 
Situation, Baths, Cc. By William Oliver, M. D. and F. R. 8. 
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On Wedneſday the 28th Day of Auguſt, in 


BERT EYRE and Sir JaES MoxnTacus, be- 


By ARTHUR BEDFORD, M. A., 


of Bedford, and Rector of Newton Si. Loe near Bath 
in the ſame County. 
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Auguſt 30. 1517, 


E the Grand Inqueſt for the Coun- 
ty 0 of Somerſet, at the Aſſizes 

ld at Wells, do deft fire our Thanks to be 
gen to the Reverend Mr. Bedford, for his 
cellent Sermon preact 4 the twenty eighth 
70 of this Inſtant, and do deſire bim to 
- 


John Trenchard, | Thomas Browne, 
Foreman. George Dodington, 
Thomas Coward, | William Baron, 
Wo. Jones, __ | Chriſtopher Kee, 
o. Strachey, George Andrews, 
Viliam Howe, Ja. Lyde, 
td. Ryder, * Hodges, 
henry Strode, John Lyde, 
Richard Comes, James Byrt, 
Ihn Pigott, | Walter Robinſon, 
Robert Houlton, John Old. 
William Applin, | Robert Hayne. 
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I qyour A een 3 Requeſt 
I che following Sermon is made 
T9 = publick. 

As you have been unanimous 
at this time, in approving of a 
| Diſcourſe, where there was no other Deſign 
n view, but the Glory of our Great GOD, 
in the ſuppreſſing of Immorality and Pro- 
ganeneſs; and have acted with the utmoſt 
Vaanimity 3 in your late Station, and at all 
aher times, for the Intereſt of the King' i 
mo 


GENTLEMEN, 


* 


8 ros | 
moſt Excellent Majeſty and his Royal Iſſue: 


85 1 t Fre GOD. oi 1 That 
5 pelt Friends to GO H and "yp 
- alſo rde beft Friends to the King rn] the 
preſent Government. And this 5555 me a- 
Rother reafori to hope, that GOD will in 
his due time ſend greater Bleſſings upon the 
King and his Royal Family, and alſo upon 
this Church and Nation, for the take of Juch 
Perſons as yourtſlyes: : WAA 

May therefore G OD bimfac enable both 

ou 480 others to proceed with a juſt Zeal 
in putting the Laws in execution againſt ſuch 
Vices, that he may have the Glory, that the 
Nation may have the Benefit, and your 
. elves, and others may. have the. Comfort 
both here and hereafter.. 

As this is the Prayer of many more in thi 
Nation; ; ſoit is alſo the Prayer of 


AM 3:13 
_ Tour wo Sincere, : 
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PRO v. XIV. . part of the 34h Ver. 


—Sin i is 4 Dilgrace to any People. 


AY 8 ES; H Es E are the Words of Solimon 
the King of Tſrael, who as he was the 
| 15 wiſeſt Man in the World, ſo he was 
Y moſt capable of diſcerning what was 
e R right and what was wrong; and as he 
10 — King of ſo populous a Nation, ſo he was 
the e moſt capable of diſcerning what did conduce 
: B to 


10 A SER Mo preachd at 


to the Welfare of any Kingdom, and what did 
turn to its Diſadvantage : But more eſpecially, as 
ke was guided by the Holy Ghoſt, ſo we may more 
intirely depend upon the Obſervations which he 
hath made in reference to both moral and political 
Vertues, and their contrary Vices: Of both which 
he ſpeaks in the words of the Text, and in the 
former part of the ſame Verſe ; Righteouſneſs exal- 
teth a Kingdom, but Sin is a Diſgrace ta any People. 
The words of the Text will be very plain, if 
we only obſerve the Diſtinction between private 
Sins and national Sins; and I hope they will be of 
good uſe to us upon this occaſion, if I endeavour 
to apply them to the preſent State of the N. 
tion, and exhort you all to endeavour to prevent 
ſuch Sins, which contract a publick and a national 
By a Private Sin, I mean a Sin which is ſo pri- 
vately committed, that no one but the Sinner, 
and his Accomplices or Confederates, knows any 
thing of it. Now ſuch a Perſon or Perſons are 
accountable before GOD for the Fact, and may 
ſuffer for it in the other World, or G O D him- 
ſelf may inflict particular Judgments for it in 
this; but as it did eſcape the Cognizance of the 
Pablick, ſo the Publick is not accountable for it: 
Such Sins as theſe are not mention'd in the Text, 
becauſe as there is no Man that liveth and ſinneth 
not, ſo there is no Nation, which conſiſts of 
Men, but it mult alſo ſhare in the ſame Diſgrace. 
A National Sin is ſuch a Sin, which contracts a 
national Guilt, and the Publick is accountable for 
it before GOD: And this happens in one or more 
of the following Caſes.  _ E's. 
Firſt, When there are no Laws made to pre- 
vent Immorality and Profaneneſs. This hath for- 
merly been the Caſe in the firſt Beginnings of 
eee . Kingdoms, 


thbe Aſizes held at Wells. 11 
kingdoms, before they were well ſettled, or in 
ach Kingdoms who knew not GOD, or to 
whom the Scriptures were never reveal'd. But this 
js not our Ca ſe; we profeſs the beſt Religion in 
the World, we have the Light of the Holy Scrip- 
tres to direct us, our Government hath been ſet- 
ted for many Generations, and we have excellent 
laws made againſt all manner of Yices; and 
therefore if 1 could ſay, theſe Laws are as well 
ut in execution, then I might ſafely affirm, Thar 
Sin would not be a Diſgrace to this Nation. * 
Secondly, Sins are national, when the Laws made 
wainſt them are not put in execution. This is the 
(aſe in the Text, as appears from the former 
rt of the ſame Verſe, Righteouſneſs, Ap, or 
Juſtice (as it is in the Hebrew) exalteth a Nation. 
Now: we know Fuſtice is of two ſorts ; either com- 
mtative, as in Affairs between Man and Man; or = 
dfributive, as in Affairs of publick Judicature. 5 


ery - 
ny Now commutative Juſtice is a very great. Ornament 
are tha private Perſon, it makes him be reckon'd a 


at and a good Man; but diſtributive Fuſtice, the 
due diſpenſing of Rewards and Puniſhments, eæ- 


in ats a Nation, it makes the Government in eſteem 

the ad reputation: And if ſo, then Sin, when it is 

it: zink d at, or eſcapes unpuniſh'd, is a Diſgrace to 
ext, ay People, If the Execution of the Laws is ſo com- 
neth nendable, then the Failure herein muſt be ag 
s of tameable : And this happens three ways. _ 
6: „, When the Xing, or chief Ruler himſelf, 
ds a licourages the due Execution of the Laws: But 
, for Wills, bleſſed be GOD, is not our Caſe. When 


more er preſent King came to the Throne, he immedi- 

{ly iſſu'd out a Royal Proclamation for the ſup- 
pre. wng of Vice, Immorality, and Profaneneſs, te- 
for- ring and commanding that the Laws ſhould be 
u in execution; and leſt any ſhould plead Igno- 
Joms, 125 3 2 rance 
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rance ef his Will, he order'd this Proclamation to 
be read, as at other times, ſo alſo at every Pub- 
lick: Aſſize,. immediately before the Charge is given 
by the Judge to the Grand Fury: And therefore if 
Sin is a Reproach to us, the Cauſe muſt be either, 
24, When the ſubordinate Magiſtrates neglect 
20 put the Laws in execution; they are plac'd in 
. GOD' ſtead, and are to act for his Glory and 
by his Authority. When therefore a Sin is com- 
mitted, if they exert themſelves for the Puniſh 
ment of the Sinner, they diſcharge their own Con- 
| Kiences, and alfo free the Publick, from any Guilt 
or Diſgrace But when they are negligent, and 
Wickedneſs increaſeth by their Neglect, the Guilt 
thereof, like that of Sodom, cries to GO him- 
ſelf for Juſtice, and provokes him to make ſuch 
'a People the Object thereof, until they are a Re- 
proach and a Contempt to all others. = 
Or, Laſtly, Sins are national, when other Peo- 
ple negle& to inform the Magiſtrate of ſuch Sin, 
which they ſee or hear. A Magiſtrate muſt: aft ac- 
cording to Law: Now he himſelf is witneſs to 
very few Crimes, and People are very cautious of 
- What they ſay or do in his Preſence; for this rea- 
ſon the Execution of his Office depends almoſ 
wholly upon the Informations which are given 
him: without this he may bear the Sword in vai, 
and he cannot be an Avenger, to execute Wrath i- 
on him that doth Evil. Thus therefore Sins may be- 
come national, and are a Diſgrace to that People, 
wo take not ſuch a Method to ſuppreſs them. 
13 - that from hence we may obſerve two Parti 
Culars:- EP 5 12 N 


On kk. fe <{. 8 ny; A 


Firſt, That it is the Duty of the Magiſtrates ts 
fut the Laws in execution againſt all Sm and 


Wickedneſs, And, 


"4 


Secondly, 


J Secondiy, That it i the Duty of others to give 
f them à juſt Information, 0 
f Firſt, It is the Duty of the Magiſtrates to put the 
Laws in execution againſt all Sin and Wickedneſs. As 
WS GOD is the King of all the Earth, fo all Per- 
n ſons who have any Authority in any State. or 
d Kingdom, do act by Commiſſion from him: He 
1 gives them the governing Part, the Authority to 
n- nake Laws, and to put them in execution. By 
Ns him, ſaith Solomon, Prov. 8. 1 55 16. Kings reign, | 
ilt and Princes decree Juſtice : By him Princes rule, 
nd ind Nobles, even all the Judges of the Earth. They | 
ilt cannot have any Power, but from the unconteſted 
m- Fountain of all Legiſlative Authority, that is, the 
ch Supreme Monarch of the World : And therefore 
Re- a late: ingenious Author * obſerves, That as the 
* chief Miniſters of Kings and Potentat es, their Judges 
eo- and ot her ſubordinate Magiſtrates, are bound to pro- 
in, mote the Honour of their Princes, to maintain the Peo- 
ac ples Eſteem of their Perſons, and Zeal for their Go- 
to vernment, to diſcountenance and puniſh the turbulent 
of and ſeditious, and protect the loyal and well-diſpes'd 
rea- bubject; ſo it is the Duty of ſuch who are Officers, 
nol Judges, and Delegates of State in the Divine Monar- 


thy, totake care of their Maſter's Honour, to manage 
hit Intereſt with Induſtry and Fidelity, to promote and 
preſerve in the Minds of the People the moſt. honoura- 
le Opinion, and the higheſt Veneration of his Deity, 


ment; to diſcourage and deter profane and flagitious 
Perſons, to ſuppreſs and exterminate the Atheiſt and 
Blaſphemer, the impious Scoffer and Derider of Reli- 
gion, and to puniſh every open and daring Sinner, as 


14 


* 


* Sir Richard Blackmore's Eſſays, Vol. 1. p 438. 
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and the greateſt Eſteem and Affection ta his Govern= 


the 


14 ASERMON preachd at 
the dleclar d Enemies of Heaven, and cantumacioy 
Oppoſers of Divine Authority, This is the Reaſon 
that Magiſtrates are often call'd Gods in Scripture: 
Thus Exod. 21.6, Then bis Maſter ſball bring hin 
to the Judges; in Hebrew tene the Gods. Thus 
Exod. 22. 8. The Maſter of the Houſe ſhall be 
brought unto the Judges; in Hebrew again, to the 
Gods. And in the next Verſe, Both Parties ſhal 
coms, before the Fudges ;, in Hebrew, before the Gods. 
And Wer, 28. Thou ſhalt not revile the Gods, or 
Judges, nor curſe the Ruler of thy People. And 
Pſal. 81. 1, 6. GOD ſtandeth in the Congregation of 
the Mighty; he is a Judge among the Gods, or 2. 
mong the Judges: I have ſaid, Ye are Gods, and 
ye are all the Children of the moſt High. And now, 
ſhall GOD take ſo much care to honour the Aa- 
giſtrate, and ſhall not the Magiſtrate take care that 
GOD may be honour'd alſo ? A Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrate is Cuſtos utriuſque Tabule, he is intruſted with 
the ten Commandments, and charg*d with the Lav 
| of GOD, to ſee it kept by thoſe who are under 
| his Authority; the Authority which he hath, and 
the Pre-eminence which GO D hath given him 
| above other Men, is given him for that end; he 
| is the Miniſter of GOD, 4 Revenger to execute 
Wrath upon him that doth Evil; and therefore when 
Vice is unpuniſh'd, be beareth the Sword in vain, 
Our Sins are then attended with greater Apggra- 
vations; and what holy Job ſaid of Whoredon, 
may be ſaid of every Sin among us, Fob 31. 11. 
This is an heinous Crime, yea it is an Iniquity to be 
 puniſh'd by the Judges. 
And as it is the Duty of the Magiſtrate to put 
| the Laws in execution againſt all Sin and Wickedneſs, 


ſo, Secondly, It is the Duty of others to give them « nt 
juſt Information. This, I hope, will be alſo as ei- ie 
dent, if we ſeriouſly conſider, 


1ſt, That 


16 A'SERMON preachd at 
Men might be prevail'd upon by ſolid Arguments, 


and Men are careleſs to proſecute the Laws, others 


11. Berauſe Sentence againſt an evil Work is mt 


he will not be wrought upon by Perſuaſions or Ar- 


ſuade Men to Repentance, theſe are look'd upon 
it is ſeldom minded any longer; our Exhortations 
Primitive Church there was a godly Diſcipline, that 


that their Souls might be ſav'd in the Day of the 
LORD; and that others, admoniſhd by their Ex- 


” * as 


or the Apprehenſions of G O D's Vengeance might 
reſtrain their Practices; but we are all too ſenfible 
of the contrary. In this Age the Generality of 
Men live by Senſe, and not by Faith; the Prof. 
pe of the other World is at ſuch a diſtance, that 
it affects but very few: and therefore when 
G 0D delays to puniſh by his immediate hand, 


do falſly conclude, that they may live as they 
pleaſe. And thus, as Solomon obſerv'd, Eccleſ. 8, 


executed ſpeedily, therefore the Heart of the Sons if 
Men is fully ſet in them to dog Evil, If we only 
perſuade a Sinner to leave off b& wicked Courſe of 
Life, he preſently bids us mind our own Buſineſ; 


guments, he is unacquainted with ſerious think- 
ing, and his Mind is fo full in the Purſuit of ſome 
preſent Enjoyment, that he hath not time to look 
beyond the Grave. If a Miniſter denounces from 
the Pulpit the Terrors of the LORD, to per- 


but as words of courſe, When a Sermon is ended, 


and Reproofs are generally ſpent in vain, and we 
may ſay with the Prophet Iſaiah, . LORD, wh 
bath believ'd our Report? We read alſo * that in the 


— — — — 1 .__ — „ 


ſuch Perſons as ſtood convicted of notorious Crimes, il 
were put to open Penance, and puniſh d in this World, 


amples, mig ht be the more afraid to offend. But we 


ee 
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tte Aſſixes held at Wells. 17 
and how ineffectual the Church-Cenſures are for ſuch 
pur poſe. We find what care is taken to avoid 
them, how little they are valued at beſt, and how 
pt Men are in ſuch caſes to plead for the worſt 


hat c ices. So that we can only wiſh, that rhe ſaid 
hen Diſcipline may be reſtored, but we can hardly expect 
nd jt, Thus all other Methods to ſuppreſs Vice, ex- 
ers Wl cpting only the informing of the Magiſtrate, are 
hey neffeEtual, but it increaſes and triumphs in de- 
g. fance of all. erty] 


That therefore it is our Duty to inform the 22 


* rfrate in ſuch a caſe, will further appear, becauſe 
only ve ought to take ſuch Methods as are moſt effectual 
- of Wi © ſuppreſs it. For, e as | 

«WW , Ie Duty which we owe to GOD. 

Ar. ly, It is a Duty which we owe to our ſelves. 

ink- zdly, It is a Duty which we owe to the Sinner. 
ome athly, It is a Duty which we owe to others, And, 
look Ley, It is a Duty which we owe to the Nation 
from ere we live. 


iff, It is a Duty which we owe. to God. 7 The Com- 
nands both in the Old and New Teſtament are men- 


pon | ' TY b 8 
ed, tlon'd in a plain and poſitive Style: GOD hath 
tions aid, Lev. 5. 1. that if a Soul ſin, and hear the Voice 


if ſwearing, and is a witneſs whether he hath ſeen or 
hum of it, if he do not utter it, then he ſhall bear 
I Iniquity, Beſides, there are other Commands in 
lore general Terms; the Apoſtle, Heb. 3. 12, 13. 4 
lich, Take heed, Brethren, leſt there be in any of you | 
evil Heart of Unbelief, in departing from the liv- 1 
, GOD. We are to take heed not only to our | 
klves, but alſo to others; and to this end we are 4 
aommanded to eæhort one another daily, while it 15 
taled to- day, leſt any one ſhould be harden'd through 4 
tbr Deceitfulneſs of Sin. And Chap. 10, 24, 25- Let 4 
# conſider one another to provoke unto Love, and ne 
£00 


18 A SERMON preathd at 

24. that whoſo is Partner with a Thief, bateth his on 
preventing it for the future; otherwiſe we really 
Which we can do to him. Nay, St. John goes far- 
- guilty of Murder: and ſuch a Man without Repen- WI 


Thoughts of GOD, and a Belief that there is 10 
| GOD at all. Nay, all Profaneneſs and Immorali) 


4 ” r * Jy} | has * e 


good Works, exhorting one another, and ſo much il: 
more, as We ſee the Day approaching. Belides, the 
Neglect hereof incurs a Guilt; it is a Breach of 
the Law which GOD bath given us, and a Con- 
tempt of the Law- maker. We are told, Prov. 29. 


Soul; he:heareth curſing, and bewrayeth it not. $0 
that to hear Curſing, and not to inform againſt 
it, is to hate our Souls, to be Partners with it, 
and to bring the Guilt upon our ſelves. So Lev, 
19. 17. Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thy Heart; 
thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not 
ſuffer Sin in him. The chief Command is to oe 
our Neighbour as our ſelves, and we are to exprels 
this Love in rebuking him when he fins, and in 


hate him, and are. guilty of the greateſt Injury 


ther yet, 1 Epiſt. 3. 15. Whoſoever hateth his Brother 
is a Murderer, and ye know, that no Murderer hath 
eternal Life abiding in him, He who doth not re- 
prove his Brother, but ſuffers him to fin, hates 
him; he who hates him, is in the ſight of GOD 


tance and Amendment is not fit for Heaven. 

+ Beſides, the Glory of GOD is directly con- 
cerned. Swearing, Curſing, and Blaſphemy, have à 

natural Tendency to create in thoſe who are guil- 
ty, and in thoſe who hear it, mean and lou 


uſhers in a diſreſpect of his Law, an undervaluing 
of his Promiſes, and a lighting of his Thret- 
nings- Neither do theſe things tend only to tte 
Diſhonour of GOD among our ſelves, but al 


among others, The Name of GOD was blaß 
| 2 phemed 


ſelves Chriſtians leading the Lives of Heathens. So 
: Duty which we owe to GOD. 


we are ſilent when we hear the Name of GOD 


zzainſt GOD, he will look upon us as Partners 
Sins which we might have prevented, as well as 


this rea ſon St. Paul chargeth Timothy, 1 Epiſt. 5. 22. 
that he would not be a Partaker with other Mens 
Sins, but keep himſelf pure. The Load of Sins which 
we our ſelves have committed, is enough to ſink 
5 into Hell; and therefore we ſhould fo far pity 
bur on Sauls, as not to add another Load of S:ns 
ommitted by others. Eli was a good Man, not- 
withſtanding any thing which we find relating to 
binſelf, and the Fews ſpeak of him in their Wri- 


J tings with Reſpe& and Eſteem z however he was to 


blame for not endeavouring to ſuppreſs the Yices 
of his Family with a ſuitable Zeal, and therefore 
be brought a Judgment upon himſelf and his Poſ- 
terity.; GOD told him, that his Houſe ſhould be 


Aged for the Iniquity which he knew, becauſe his Sons 
nade themſelves vile, and he reſtrained them not. And 


therefore. I have ſworn, ſaith the LORD, that the 
Iiquity of Eli's Houſe ſhall not be purged with Sacri- 


fee nar 'Oblation for ever. Beſides, by our conſcien- 

tous Diſcharge of this Duty, we not only free our 
elves; from the Guilt, but alſo increaſe our Re- 
. 3 ward. 
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phemed among the Gentiles becauſe of the Jews; 
1nd the Name of G O D is blaſphemed by Turks, - 
um and Infidels, when they ſee ſuch as call them- 
that the ſuppreſſing and diſcouraging ſuch Sins is 

2dly,: It is a Duty which we owe to our ſelves. If | 
rofaned by Oaths, Curſes, and blaſphemous Expreſ- 
ſms, we ſhalt contract a Guilt, and be accountable 
br the ſame 3 if we conceal ſuch Offences as are 
in them. We are certainly accountable for the 


for thoſe which we have actually committed. For 


1 
# 
1 
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20 ASERMON breach d ati 
ward. The Prophet Daniel tells us, Chap. 12. 3. 
that they that are wiſe ſhall ſhine hereafter a th 
Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they that turn may 
to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ver and ever. Why 
knows then what Succeſs we-might have upon cur 
conſcientious Endeavours to reform the Nation, 
and how greatly our Labour may be 'rewarded ? 
And therefore the Care which we ought to have of 
our own Welfare ſhould induce us in this manter 
to promote the Good. of our Neighbour. ' 
Zaly, It is 1 we owe to the Sinner. If we 
have any Charity for the Souls of others, we ſhould 
endeavour to prevent their utter Ruin, admoniſh 
them of their Error, and ſtop up the Road to Hell 
by a due Execution of the Laws of the Land, If 
our Enemies Ox or Sheep were fallen into a Pit, we 
ſhould think our ſelves obliged to help it out again; 
how much more then ſhould we ſtrive to deliver the 
Souls of our Fellow-Chriſtians from the Mouth of 
Hell ? If their Houſes were on fire, we ſhould think 
our ſelves oblig'd in Conſcience to put it out; and 
ſhall we not take care to ſecure their Souls from 
the Fire of Hell? If we knew that they were tak- 
ing Poiſon for their Bodies, we ſhould warn them 
of the Danger; but when they are poiſoning their 
Souls, we let them alone. If there was a wild 
Beaſt let looſe in a Road, where our Neighbour is 
going, we ſhould tell him of it; but when wc 
know that Sin is like a Serpent, and the Teeth of it | 
like the Teeth of a Lion, ſlaying the Souls of Men, We 
let our Neighbour expoſe himſelf, and give bim 
no warning. In this caſe if we are forc'd to put 
the Laws in execution againſt ſuch a Man, it is the 
greateſt Kindneſs that we can ſhew him; The 
Wounds of ſuch 4 Friend are faithful, when tht 
Kiſſes of an Enemy are deceitful. The lancing ſuch 
b a 
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am ſure St. James gives us this Encouragement; 
Chap. 5. 19, 20. Brethren, if any of you do err 
om the Truth, and one convert him, tho the Error 
is either in Faith or Practice, let him know, that he 


which-converteth 4 Sinner from the Error of his way, 


ſoak ſave à Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a multi- 


nde of Sins. If by this means he may be brought 


to ſee his Folly, and turn from the ſame, the 


Guilt, of all his Sins may be done away, and he 


with others may be made an laberitor of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. r ig Me 

athly, It is a Duty which we owe to others If an 
Offender is proſecuted, he is become a publick 

| Example 3 this makes others beware, when they 
hw that they expoſe themſelves to the ſame 
Penalty 3 and ſo we reform not the Offender only, 
but alſo them who hear of the Puniſhment in- 
fliced. What a multitude of Sins we may by this 
means prevent, GO D only knows, when we 
find, by ſad Experience, that other Methods are 


ineffectual. ; If we mention the Terrors of the 
LORD, and the Vengeance of eternal Fire, this 
makes but a ſmall Impreſſion; People look upon 


this as at a great diſtance, and could we judge by 


their Lives and Converſations, we might con- 


clude that they do not believe it to be true: 
But tell them of a Magiſtrate, or of an Infor ma- 
tion againſt them, and then they ſeem to be more 


| afraid, This is what they know may be done; 
and if it was always put in execution, it might 
do more Service in this reſpect than all other Me- 
thods whatſoever : and therefore if Iniquity a- 
bounds, and if all manner of Impieties are 1190 
| CE Ve 
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2 Sore is ſometimes neceſſary for the Cure; and 
tho it may be tedious at firſt, yet afterward it 
may be own'd as the greater Act of Mercy. I 
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22 A.SERWON preachd at 
lick and barefac'd, the Fault lies in ſuch who take 
not this Method to curb and reſtrain them. 
oy it is a Charity which we owe to the: 
If an Offender: is proſecuted, and ford 
pom pay for his — the Mony ſo paid muſt, 
according to Law, be given to the Poor of the 
Pariſh where ſuch an Offence is committed; and 
did we take this Method, we might, in a greater 
meaſure, provide for their Maintenance, which, 
together with the other Proviſion that the Law. 
makes, might render their Lives more comforta- 
ble. We often talk of Charity to the Poor, we 
wiſh that their Maintenance was better, and we 
ſpeak pitifully of ſuch Families who are in dif. 
treſs; and why then do we not take this Method 
to help them? He who bath not a Purſe to re- 
lieve, hath. a Tongue to inform, which is the 
fame to the Poor as if he gave a Shilling or tus 
out of his own Pocket.” We all look upon the 
wronging of the Poor to be the greateſt Injuſtice; 
and Why then ſhould we, by our Silence, keep 
from them that Maintenance which the Lam al- 
' Jows them? And therefore when we hear any 
Man fwear or curſe, or ſee him guilty of ſuch 
Immoralities, for which the Zaw obligeth him td 
pay in this manner, let us not by our Silence per- 
vert the charitable Deſign of the Lawmakers, bit 
conſider. what Solomon ſaith, Prov. 22. 22, 23. 
Rob not the Poor becauſe he is poor, neither oppreſs i 
Aſficted in the Gate; fer the E OR D will pleadi 
their Conſe; _ ſpoil "the my 4 SO that ſul 
; hem. n 
Laſtly, It is'a Duty which « we owe to the Natit 1 
15555 we live, it is the way to obtain a Bleſſing 
upon the Publick. When the Iraelites had com 
mitte Idolatry, Exod. 32. 26, &c. Then Moſes 
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had in the Gate of the Camp, and ſaid, Who is on 
e LO R D's ſide p let him come unto me: And all 
the Sons of Levi gather d themſelves together unto 
um. And after he had commanded them to exe- 
ute Vengeance on ſuch as were guilty, be gave 
this Reaſon, Ver. 29. For Moſes had ſaid, Conſecrate 
yur ſelves to- day unto the LO R D, every Man upon 
lis Son, and upon his Brother, that he may beſtow upon 
yu A Bleſſing this day. How can we expect a Bleſſing, 
ben our Sins cry for Judgment louder than our 
layers do cry for Mercy? How can we hope 
that G O D will at any time go forth with our 
Armies, when we ſend Armies of Oaths and Cur- 
u unto Heaven againſt him; when we call upon 
vim to pour down his Judgments, and every one 
x negligent in ſuppreſſing ſuch Provocations ? 
let us all but diſcharge our Conſciences in this 
particular, and I doubt not of ſuch Succeſs as will 
anſwer our Expectations. 5 
Nay, this is the only way to prevent publick 
kdgments. We all know that publick Sins do 
all for publick Calamities : Theſe deſtroy'd the 
dd World by the Flood; theſe turn'd the Cities 
i Sodom and Gomorrah into Aſhes; theſe occa- 
ſon'd ſo many Puniſhments upon the Children of 
Jraet in the Wilderneſs, and afterwards ſold 
dem into the hands of their Enemies; theſe pro- 
Wd G0 D to ſend them Captives into Baby- 
Wm, and afterward deſtroy'd their City and Tem- 
le, and rooted them out from the good Land 
mich G O D had given them: and without in- 
lite Mercy, they may have the ſame Effects up- 
M us which they had upon others. Now when 
Ws are proſecuted, and the Offenders are puniſh'd, 
hey who afcerward take no warning, muſt an- 
er for themſelves, and the Guilt lies only up on 
* them- 
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themſelves : But when there is no Law made to 
reſtrain ſuch Impieties, or which is the ſame, when 
the Laws which are made are not put in executioy, 
either thro the negle& of the Magiſtrates, or the 
neglect of Informers, then there is a public 
Guilt, and this may cauſe a publick Calamity. 
When Sin, are not puniſh'd in the lower Courts of 
Juſtice here on Earth, let the Neglect or Cauſe 
be wherever it will, the Guilt of them appeals to 
the higher Court of Heaven, and there cries aloud 
for Vengeance. This obligeth GOD to main- 
_ tain his own Cauſe, to take the Matter into his 
own hands, and puniſh ſach publick Impieties 
with publick Judgments; and therefore it is moſt 
certainly our Duty to take ſuch notice of the | 
committed by others, as may be moſt effectual to 
prevent them for the future. 
From what hath been ſaid, I muſt crave leave 
to admoniſh all Magiſtrates to exert themſelves in 
executing the Laws againſt all Immorality and Pro- 
Faneneſs, The King's moſt excellent Majeſty ſeems 
to call upon us in the words of David, the Man 
after GO D's own Heart, Pſal. 94. 16. Who wil 
riſe up for me againſt the Evil-doers ? Or who wil 
take my part againſt the Workers of Iniquity ? lu- 
deed the Proclamation is to all; but you, Gentle- 
men, may reckon your ſelves as principally con- 
cern d, ſince he commands you in particular to be 
diligent herein. You act by his Commiſſion, you 
have ſworn to put the Laws in execution, and to 
ſpare no one for Favour or Affection; and there- 
fore you muſt conſider what a Load of Guilt your 
- Remiſlneſs herein muſt leave upon your Conſci- 
ences. We frequently join with you in Prayers 
to Almighty G OD, and in the words of our ex. 
cellent Liturgy, That it would pleaſe him to * 
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ad keep the Magiſtrates, givin N them Grate to exe- 
att Juſtice, and to maintain Hab. And that he 


en ould grant unto all thoſe, that are put in Authority 
yould grant $4 LNOWG, FRA? I 
1 auler the King, that they may truly and indifferent- 
e 


h miniſter Juſtice, to the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs 


> ad Vice, and to the maintenance of true Religion 
1 ad Vertue. This is the matter of your frequent 
1 Prayers 3 and therefore if you make it not the 


Writer of your conſtant Endeavours, your Prayers 
Ir riſe up in judgment againſt you, they will 


ud pear to be a mocking of G0 D, and condemn 
15 ju at the laſt Day. It is a diſmal Account which 
e Scripture gives of the People of Laiſb, Judg. 
ies ? 


18.7. They dwelt careleſs, after the manner of the Zi- 
lonians, quiet and ſecure, and there was no Magie 
hte in the Land that might put them to ſhame in any 
thy. But when this was the Caſe, they were 
tp? for Deſtruction; and, ver. 27, The Children 
ban ſmote them with the edge of the Sword, and 
Wnt their City with fire, Theſe things are writ- 
tn for our Example, and we may plainly learn 
om them, that if Magiſtrates are negligent in 
Wie Cauſe of GO D, he will find out ſome other 
itruments to vindicate his Honour. I cannot 
bit lay before you the Inſtructions which good 
ing Fehoſhaphat gave to the Judges in his time; 
Cron. 19. 5, &c. He ſet Judges in the Land, 
Wroughout all the fenc'd Cities of Judah, City by 
=”: 4d he ſaid unto the Fudges, Take heed what 
io ao, for ye judge not for Man, but for the LORD, 
i with you in the Judgment. Wherefore now, 
your the Fear of the LOR D be upon you, take heed, 
ci de it; for there is no Iniquity with the LORD 
" GOD, nor reſpect of Perſons, nor taking of 

its. Thus ſhall ye do in the fear of the LORD, 
bleſs fly, and with a a weak Ye ſhall even 
| | warn 
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warn the People, that they treſpaſs not again#t 1h 
LORD, and ſo Wrath come upon you, and upy 
your Brethren : This do, and ye ſhall not treſpaſi; 
deal courageouſly, and the LORD ſhall be with 
the good. Neither was the care of this good King 
in vain; for we are told in the following Chap. 
ter, that when the Moabites and the Ammonites 
and others came again## him to Battle, and his 
Caſe ſeem'd deſperate, by reaſon of the Fewneſ 
of his Friends, and the Number of his Enemies; 
yet GOD bleſled him with Victory and Succeſs, 
ſo that, Yer. 30. The Realm of Jehoſhaphat nas 
quiet, for his GO D gave him ReSF round about. 
And thus as the Negligence of the Magiſtrates in 
Laiſh was the Forerunner of their Deſtruction in 
their greateſt Proſperity ; ſo the Zeal of Jehoſba- 
phat, and the Judges in his time, was tne means| 
of preſerving the Children of /rael in their 
greateſt Adverſity. I cannot therefore but add 
in our preſent Caſe, Deal courageouſly, and the 
LORD ſhall ke with the good: Execute the Lan 
with Vigour ag ainf# Immorality and Profaneneſs 
exert your ſelves herein, it is the Cauſe of GOD 
and he will make it proſper, and proſper the 
Kingdom for your ſakes. En, 
Laſtly, Let me exhort all others to be zealoui 
in informing the Magiſtrates of ſuch Offences : witli 
out your Information they can do little; for 
Magiſtrate muſt act according to Law, and tht 
Law cannot be executed without ſufficient BYl 
dence. We call our ſelves Chriſtians, which im 
' Plies, that we ſhould be a holy People above 
thers; and how then can we endure ſo much Ini 
quity among us? We call our ſelves Chriſtians 
which is an honourable Title above other Fe 
ple; and how then can we ſuffer that — 
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wich is a Diſgrace to any People in the World? 
thinks to hear the Name of GOD profan'd 
bitter Oat hs and Curſes, or to hear Vice encou- 
ud by Jewd Diſcourſes, ſhould raiſe the Blood, 
nd ſtir us up to an holy Indignation againſt it; 
md what Deteſtation ſhould we then ſhew to 
Wicked Action,, „ 5 
Bit now who can forbear to lament, when he 
thicks that we are grown to ſuch a paſs, that 
the very Name of an Informer is become odious 
among us? That ſuch have all the Cenſures and 
elections caſt upon them, that either Malice or 
Sa himſelf can invent: That they are become 
tle Scorn of the World: That they are in dan- 
x of Vexations, Law-Suits, and ſometimes of 
heir Lives, becauſe they diſcharge their Duty: 
Nay, that they are in Perils from their own Coun- 
nen, and ſuch eſpecially whoſe Souls they en- 
(zyour to fave. Is that Duty become odious 
wich we owe to GO D? Is it an odious thing 
tb keep our own Souls clear from the Blood of 
Others? Is it an odious thing to endeavour the 
lnrerſion of our Neighbour, to promote the 
Iitereſt of the Poor, to ſtrive to reform the 
World, and to tura away thoſe Puniſhments 
Mich our Sins have deſerv'd? This ſeems, alas! 
ble the laſt Remedy; and if that is become 
ious, what can be expected but Death and De- 
Intion 2? | 1 2 
However, let us not be diſcourag'd from well- 
Wing, If our own Conſciences can teſtify, that 
Me lincerely aim at the Glory of GOD, and the 
Wnrerſion. of Man, we need not value the Envy, 
Manders, *' and Aſperſidns? of the World; there 
nil be that Satisfaction in the Diſcharge of our 
Duty, which will make amends for all. If GOD 
| | e bleſſeth 
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28 A SERMON freach d at 
bleſſeth your Endeavours, and the Nation for your 
ſakes, there will be an unſpeakable Satisfaction 
that you have been the Inſtruments of fo much 
Good in the World; or if your Endeavours do 
not thus ſucceed, but the Sins of the Nation do 
call for freſh Judgments, you may then conſider, 
that you have delivered your own Souls. None of 
this Guilt will lie at your door, and you ſhall not 
be accountable for the Conſequence thereof. If 
the Reflections of Men in this caſe ſhall binder 
you from promoting the Glory of G0 D, what 
do think you ſhould have done, if he had called 
you to be Martyrs for his Name? If you are not 
faithful when you run ſo ſmall a Hazard, how 
mould you have been faithful, if the Danger had 
been much greater? Or if you are afraid to ex- 
Poſe your ſelves, whilſt the Laws are your Secu- 
rity, and reſtrain the Malice of your Enemies, 
what ſhould you have done, had the Lams been 
againſt you, and expoſed you to their Fury? Our 
_ bleſſed Saviour endeavoured to reform the World, 
he went about doing good, and healing the Diſcales 
both of Soul and Body; and for this reaſon he 
was cenſured, perſecuted and reviled, Now tho 
there are many things which he did, that we muliy 
not imitate, and the Sarhedrim was ſo corrupt, 
that he could not be heard; yet whilſt we pur- 
ſue the ſame End of Charity to the Souls of Meng 
though in a different Method, we may comfort 
our ſelves, that we are following his Example. 
And then if they call the Maſter of the Houſe Beel- 
zebub, we need not wonder if they do the ſame 
by thoſe of his Houſhold, The words, which he 
himſelf hath ſpoken, may keep up our Spirits 
in the diſcharge of our Duty: If ye were of thi 
World, the World would love his own; but becauſe 6 
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gt not of the World, but I haue choſen, you 
th World, therefore the World hateth you. 

n the Saying which J ſaid unto_you, 7% 

| ut greater than bis Lord. If they have perfecattd 
115 they will alſo perſecute vou. And therefore we 
ye greater reaſon to conclude, that the Canſe 
zof GOD, when we find the wicked and pro- 
ne part of the World ſo much to oppoſe” it. 
How then can we pretend to be Chriſtians, un- 
kx we take the part of Chriſt againſt the Workers 
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i Iniquity ? This was the reaſon for which the 


f GO D was manifeſted, namely, that he might 
| eſfroy the Works of the Devil: And why ſhould 
ut we join with him in ſo good a Deſign? If 


the Devil hath his Agents to draw Men into Sia, 
miy ſhould not Chriſt have his Agents to turn 
them unto Righteouſneſs ? If ſome Men think it 
lange, that others run not with them into the ſame 


| Exceſs of Riot; how ſtrange would it be, if no care 


ws taken to prevent that Riot into which others 
do run? It will be our Satisfaction in Heaven to 
behold thoſe whom we have been inſtrumental to 
hing thither, and why ſhould” we not take ſuch a 
lethod to increaſe our Glory? 


To conclude: We have, by the Bleſſing of 
COD, very good Laws made to prevent Inmo- 
ality and Profanene/s ; theſe Laws are fo publick, 
iat almoſt every Sinner knows the Penalty. We 
ae encouraged to put them in execution by fre- 
quent Proclamations, and by the Readineſs of moſt. 
MHageſtrates to proſecute Offenders when Informa- 
ton is given; and therefore let not others be 
Wanting on their parts to carry on ſo good a De- 
len, We ſhould blame thoſe who conceal Trea- 


ſn againſt an earthly Xing, and why ſhould we 


conceal 
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conceal: ſuch Acts of Rebellion againſt the King of 

Kings ? Let us five 1 in this manner to turn Me: 
from. the Power of Satan to the Kingdom of G OD, 
Let us ſincerely act for his Glory, and notwith- 
ſtanding all outward Oppoſition, we ſhall certain- 
1y find the Benefit of our ſincere Endeavours both 
here and NETEATEr: 
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